
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th November 2025 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Bradshaw, Gordon (Chairperson) Pickavance, Pryke, Rear, Smith 
Borough Cllr. Eddie Pope        LCC Cllr. Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were seventeen members of the public.
1793/25    To receive apologies
Cllr Newsham
Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh

1794/25 To receive Declaration of Interest

Cllr Smith declared an interest in agenda item 13 Oaklands, Jane Hoban as he does contract work for her.

1795/25 
a) To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
20th October 2025 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th October 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.
b) Statement regarding operation coping stones.
Cllr Pryke read out a letter from greenbelt thanking everyone involved who had recovered the coping stones stolen from the wall on Holmeswood Road and also the Police Rural Task Force.
The council noted the information.
1796/25  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The council noted the information.
Anthony James stated he would replace the stolen coping stones on the wall on Holmeswood Road for no charge as a public spirit gesture.
The council noted the information.
Carole Bamber brought up the issue of dog fouling that LCC were in contact with WLBC environment enforcement officer who stated the paint used on dog fouling stencils on the pavements was surveying paint and would take three months before it breaks down. It has previously been used on grass, not public tarmac footpaths. Permission should have been sought from the householders.

Martin Caunce stated that with regards to dog fouling paint on footpaths, it should never have been used and asked if Cllr Bradshaw was involved with the actual painting. A heated argument ensued between Martin Caunce, Cllr Bradshaw and council members. The Chairman quickly intervened and brought order to the council meeting and stated Cllr Bradshaw would speak on the matter under item 11 Highways on the agenda.
1797/25 Adjournment for comments from county and borough councillors (5 mins max each) 
Borough Cllr Eddie Pope spoke about affordable housing under NPPF on new developments; this would comprise of 50%.  WLBC are in the process of developing their plan and would be available for consultation July 2026.

T he council noted the information and await further information.
1798/25  Police Information

PCSO Roy Aldwin MBE stated because of the success of the mobile police station on Rufford Village Hall car park Sept/Oct/Nov, the police will give us three more visits with the mobile station. The dates/months and venues are to be forwarded to the clerk.

The council noted the information.

1799/25 Committees and working groups
Finance and Budget Working Group

Meeting 11th December 2025   St Mary’s Church Hall 7pm-9pm

To finalise council precept for 2026/27 and approve at the January 2026 council meeting.

The council noted the information.
1800/25  To consider planning applications as below:
a) 2025/0934/PNP Appleton Farm Sluice Lane Rufford L40 1SP Determination if Prior approval required for area of hardstanding for agricultural use
It was resolved by the council to support this application.

2025/0938/FUL  24 New Road, Rufford L40 1SR  Installation of gated access and driveway alterations.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.

2025/0912/PNP  Sandy Way Farm  Determination if prior approval required for erection of agricultural storage.
It was brought to the council’s attention that a planning objection letter was sent to WLBC planning department by Cllr Bradshaw. This was then placed on the comments for planning application 2025/0912/PNP and signed as though it was representing the parish council instead of stating : this is my personal opinion not the parish council.
During resident points of interest at the council meeting, public voiced their strong opinion, asking had the council had a private/secret meeting on this planning application as this was waiting council discussion and resolution.

Cllr Bradshaw started to engage with the public; this then became a verbal sparring match. Cllr Gordon(Chairperson) on two occasions asked Cllr Bradshaw to be quiet.

Cllr Pryke (Vice chairperson) asked the clerk in order to quieten the public what was the council position on this. The clerk stated possible breach of the code of conduct and would speak/send all information to the WLBC monitoring officer/solicitor: Kay Lovelady.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to send all information to the monitoring officer/solicitor WLBC and present details and outcome of her decision at January 2026 council meeting.

b )Planning decision granted – 

2025/0748/FUL  88 Brick Kiln Lane, Rufford

Proposed single storey porch to front of dwelling.

c)  Planning decisions refused – 
      NONE
d)  Ongoing planning appeals 
      NONE

e) Cllr Eddie Pope to update council of any changes to planning policy regarding social housing on new builds for local residents.
Cllr Pickavance brought to the attention of the council the housing policy WLBC that could local social housing on new builds be for priority for local residents.

Borough Cllr Eddie Pope stated existing policy conditions are in the framework of WLBC planning document. Cllr Pickavance said he would pursue this issue.

The council noted the information.

f) Briefing on proposed re-organisation of local government.
Cllr Bradshaw said the government White Paper December 2024 outlined incorporating borough councils- WLBC- into a new unitary area; this could impact on the voice of parish councils.

No decision of what unitary council area WLBC will come under.

The council noted the information and would welcome further details as they come to light. The council has set up a highways working group chaired by Cllr Pryke.
1801/25  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
a)To authorise payments of the following accounts:

	Check No/DDM
	Payee
	Amount £

	022882
	CJ Pennington Aug 2025
	933.60

	022883
	Total ID Ltd
	247.50

	022884
	K Newsham Clerk salary/admin
	732.04

	022885
	Rufford Village Hall grant2025/26
	2350.00

	022886
	Holmeswood Village hall grant 2025/26
	2000.00

	022887
	P Brookfield park maintenance
	340.15

	022888
	Rufford PCC grounds maintenance grant
	400.00

	022889
	T & CA Ainscough -sluice ditch clearance
	60.00

	022890
	Apple Air tag -coping stones tracker
	89.00

	DDM
	Public works loan
	2187.39

	DDM
	Easywebsites Oct payment
	36.96


It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
Income:  2nd payment precept grant  2025/26                                       20,759.50

1802/25    Highways
a) Statement from WLBC regarding the use of dog fouling stencils.
Cllr Bradshaw informed the council an apology was made from the environmental enforcement officer WLBC over the use of the dog fouling stencils on the public pavement.

The council noted the information.

b) Manhole on B5246 before the nurseries Holmeswood Road
It was resolved by the council for Cllr Smith to report this issue to ‘Love Clean Streets.’

c)Speeding on B5246 Holmeswood Road
Cllr Smith advised the council of a SPID that had been placed on the road as vehicles enter Holmeswood near the primary school from Mere Brow.

The council noted the information and was looking for all highways information to be passed onto the parish council’s highways working group.

d)Speeding related signs /slow down save lives
Cllr Rear stated she had managed to obtain more of these stickers from LCC.
The council noted the information.

e)HGV problems on Chapel Lane
Cllr Smith informed the council an HGV had got stuck at the bottom of Chapel Lane off Holmeswood Road as there are no turning facilities for HGV; these vehicles are mainly going to Parkers Farm.

It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pryke to speak to LCC Cllr Rick Edwards for a sign to be erected at the top of Chapel Lane warning HGV drivers.

f)Flash Lane problem with trees
Cllr Smith informed the council that trees on Flash Lane near Rufford Primary School need pruning. A meeting was being arranged with Greenbelt who are responsible for tree maintenance there.

The council noted the information and asked Cllr Smith to keep them informed.

1803/25  Public footpaths

Update on application to redirect FP44 down the River Douglas
Cllr Bradshaw was awaiting details from PROW LCC.

The council noted the information and asked Cllr Bradshaw to keep them informed.

1804/25  Village Halls

Rufford Park gates left wide open on Wednesday 29th October 2025 at 2am – information from the police.
The clerk read out a letter from Karen Ashcroft, Rufford Village Hall apologising for this and would speak to the groups who have booked  the hall that their responsibility is to close the gates.

The council noted the information and would also like to thank the police for their night patrol diligence.

Oaklands, Flash Lane, Rufford

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to contact Jane Hoban and inform her a motion was passed for her to use the village hall car park for these dates and to inform the clerk of a named person responsible for opening and closing the park gates. It would be advisable to take out a public liability policy for the dates required.
1805/25  Recreation grounds
Two- day training course and Lantra registration and certificate for P Brookfield, 

park maintenance. Total cost: £420.00 + VAT.
It was resolved by the council to pay for this course as it would be beneficial/cost effective for the council.

1806/25   Street scene
Salt bins need attention

Cllr Smith informed the council the salt bin corner of Wiggins Lane/Holmeswood Road had been damaged. The clerk informed the council this had been done in August 2025 by a red tractor.

It was resolved by the council to replace this bin in the 2026/27 precept budget.

Village in Bloom

Cllr Smith stated it would be nice for the parish council to consider this. The clerk informed Cllr Smith that he could supply names of councillors involved  and public who helped Newburgh Parish Council to win this in August 2025.
The council noted the information.

1807/25   Clerk’s report
Amendment for Holmeswood Fun day which raised £3252 for Alder Hey Hospital
The council noted the information.

1808/25   To note the date of the next meeting of the parish council meeting is scheduled for Monday 19th January  2026 at ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD commencing at 7.00 PM.

 Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.45 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

